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I would like to pay my respects to and
acknowledge the traditional owners of the
land on which Curtin Perth is located, the
Whadjuk people of the Nyungar Nation; and
their elders past, present and emerging.

The Faculty of Science & Engineering is a
diverse, forward looking and globally
engaged community that will prepare you
for a changing world which will rely on STEM
professionals to solve global problems. You
will be academically challenged and will
engage with industries related to your field
of study. 

Your learning and experience as a student in
the Faculty will be supported by your peers
and our amazing staff who all share the same
passion for Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics that has brought you and
many others here to Curtin.

I wish you all the best with your studies
and in your pursuit of making tomorrow
better.

Marc Stoitis
Director of Student Engagement 
Faculty of Science and Engineering

Welcome to Curtin Engineering! You are
about to embark on a the best possible
engineer you can be.

Our motto: Engineering is not something
you do; it is something you become. During
your years at Curtin, you will engage in
activities to develop your problem-solving
and thinking skills, while working in teams to
solve problems and communicate your
solutions.

Engineering is a noble profession because its
purpose is to solve problems to improve
people’s lives.  You can make a real
difference!

To enhance your experience, consider joining
one or more of the Engineering clubs and
engage in extra-curricular activities. Keep in
mind that although engineering is a
challenging course you are not alone, we
o er a suite of support mechanisms to make
the load more manageable. Please make
time to explore them. I look forward to
meeting you all in the first year.

Have an excellent time at Curtin!

Cesar Ortega-Sanchez
Academic Lead for
Engineering Foundation Year
Faculty of Science and Engineering

Kaya. Curtin University, Perth Campus,
enjoys the privilege of being located on
Whadjuk/Nyungar Boodjar (country) on the
site where the Derbal Yerrigan (Swan River)
and the Djarlgarra (Canning River) meet. The
area is of great cultural significance and
sustains the life and wellbeing of the
traditional custodians past and present. As
representatives of Curtin University, we are
proud to honour the Nyungar people and
value this place of shared learning.

I know many of you will join me in the unit
NPSC1003 Integrating Indigenous Science
and STEM where we recognize the impacts
of Science on colonisation on Indigenous
Australians, and as active participants in
reconciliation, we are committed to moving
forward together in a spirit of mutual
honour and respect.

We look forward to meeting you at the
Science Welcome and Discipline Orientation
Sessions, held during Curtin’s ‘O-Week’.

Be reassured that there is an army of staff
and students ready to help you transition
into your studies and navigate the complex
administrative processes!

We are committed to ensuring that your
experience studying in the Faculty of
Science and Engineering is a positive one
and hope that this guide helps you plan and
navigate your first semester with us!

I wish you all the best with your studies.

Brenda Rohl
Academic Lead for Science First Year
Faculty of Science and Engineering

Welcome
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University Jargon
Words you may come across throughout your university experience; 

Core units 

Optional units

Elective units

Capstone

Course

Faculty

School

Major

Fieldwork

Course switching

Credit

Credit for Recognised
Learning (CRL)

Unit Coordinator (UC)

Course Coordinator 

Census Date

Last date to withdraw 

These are compulsory units for your course and / or major. If you do not enrol in and pass
these units, you cannot complete your enrolled course.

These are units intended for your selected course and / or major. You will be required to
enrol in and pass a selection of these units, the choice of which is up to you.

These are units that can be from any school or department if the prerequisites have been
met. While it is recommended you select units relevant to your course, they do not have to
be so as long as you complete the credit requirement for your course.

A compulsory unit towards the end of your course to apply your learning to date in a
practical, industry connected experience.

The name of your degree that you will graduate with. (e.g. Bachelor of Software
Engineering)

A faculty is the areas of study within the University. Curtin University has four Faculties:
Science and Engineering, Business and Law, Humanities and Health Sciences.

A department within the faculty that oversees specific discipline/s (e.g. School of Molecular
Life Sciences).

Some degrees allow you to concentrate on a particular area of interest by choosing a
major (8 units) or a specialisation (4 units). You may also hear specialisations referred to as
“minors”.

Some units have fieldwork requirements. This may be an off-campus visit, a few weeks in a
placement or a longer internship / vacation program.

You might choose to switch to a different course after first year. Your core units will
automatically be recognised as CRL. Depending on the degree, you might need to achieve
a certain grade average in your first year to quality to switch.

How the value of a unit or degree is calculated. Most units are worth 25 credits.

You must apply to gain an exemption for certain units for study you have previously
completed. You can also apply to get work experienced assessed for CRL if you can
demonstrate you have met the learning outcomes of a particular unit.
study.curtin.edu.au/applying/credit-recognised-learning/apply/

A Unit Coordinator is the academic staff member that is responsible for a particular unit, in
some units the UC can also be your lecturer. If you have any questions about a unit you are
enrolled in, it is best to contact your UC.

A Course Coordinator is responsible for overseeing and coordinating your enrolled course.

You can withdraw from any of your units up until this date without incurring a financial or
academic penalty.

After census date you can withdraw from a unit but will still be charged for it. If you
withdraw before this date, the unit won’t show up on your academic record as a fail (unless
you are withdrawing under special circumstances).



Curtin Counselling & Wellbeing Advice 

Our counselling and wellbeing services
support you at a range of levels,
from answering your questions about
navigating the campus and settling into
university life, to providing you with
counselling, resources and advice during
crises and other stressful situations.

Curtin Sport & Recreation

Explore a range of sports and recreation
programs, social and competitive
opportunities, and fitness memberships
that are open to everyone, whether you
are a beginner or an elite athlete.

Curtin Perth Medical Centre

Curtin University Health Services has a
team of dedicated general practitioners
and other health care professionals to
meet your medical needs. We are an
accredited practice and strive to
deliver quality care with compassion
and commitment.

Curtin Clinics

There are range of clinic available
across Perth Campus and in Cockburn.
Services from speech pathology and
exercise programs, to physiotherapy and
psychology, we offer a range of services
for children and adults.

Industry Experience

As a Science and Engineering student
you will be exposed to opportunities to
connect with successful industry and
community leaders, helping you gain a
competitive edge, with the potential to
enhance your professional prospects.

Student Wellbeing Advisory Service

You’re not alone at Curtin. If you’re
struggling with a study or personal issue,
or you just don’t know where to go or 
who to ask, our Student Wellbeing 
Advisors can help. Our service is free and 
confidential for all Curtin students.

Curtin Connect

Your one stop shop for all things student
ID, enrolments, student services, support
and advice.
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Wellbeing and Support
Being a student isn’t easy, which is why there are plenty of support services available on campus for students! These
services available to you are either free or have a low service fee!

Academic Support 

Adjusting to university study can be
stressful and overwhelming. Science and
Engineering has plenty of support for our
students including peer tutoring, English
and language literacy and other support
for your studies.

Wayfinding Apps

Elsie

SafeZone
Lost On
Campus

MazeMap



Upskill with one of our workshops 

We host workshops on the Perth
Campus and online covering a range
of topics including assignment writing,
presentations, dealing with exams,
paraphrasing and avoiding plagiarism,
and more.

Further email tips 

Placement Approval for Engineering Logbook Hours

Placement Approval for Engineering Logbook Hours

SAE Work Integrated Learning

Hi Science and Engineering WIL team, 

My name is Nancy Drew, my student ID 12345678 and I'm currently studying 
Chemical Engineering. 

I have recently been accepted for an unpaid placement with a mining company and I was 
wondering if you could point me in the direction of how I can get my placement approved 
and ensure that I am covered by Curtin insurance?

Thanks in advance!

Kind regards, 
Nancy Drew
12345678
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Etiquette and Workshops

Introduce yourself at the beginning
Address the person you are trying to contact
Always proofread your email before sending
Clearly outline the problem or specific issue you have
Always try to include as much information as possible (unit
code, workshop date or time, etc.)

Over the course of your studies you will be interacting with
many academic staff and professionals. These interactions may
take place via email or phone call. To ensure you your message
is well received you want to include the following:

internship

internship

SAE Work Integrated Learning

i am wanting to get my internship approved. can you help me?

thx 

joe



I’ve been a student at Curtin since 2019
and have seen many changes to the way
University works, both good and bad. 

I am also the 2022 Science and
Engineering Faculty Representative,
which means it’s my job to work with
students, academics, and clubs, to
provide the best University experience
possible.

Hi! My name is Rachel Taylor and I’m a Chemistry Honours Student, with an
interest in polymers, for those who are curious.

I promise I’m not too scary, so don’t
hesitate to get in contact if you have any
questions, comments, or problems
throughout the year. While I’ll try to
respond promptly, I do have the student
life of irregular response times.

Rachel Taylor
Guild Faculty Representative
sci-eng@guild.curtin.edu.au

Student Guild and Clubs
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There are over 100 academic, special interest, regligious, issues-based, international clubs and more!
Find one that's right for you!

Curtin EAGE-
SEG Club

Curtin Engineers
Without Borders

Curtin Aerospace Club Curtin Civil 
Engineering  Association 

Curtin Engineers
Club

Geology Student
Society

Curtin Robotics Clubs Curtin Society of
Mechatronic

Engineers

Curtin Students'
Physics Association

Curtin University
Chemistry Club

Curtin Motorsport
Team

Curtin IET on Camopus Curtin Machine
Learning

Curtin Mechanical
Society

Curtin Motorsport
Club

Curtin DiversIEEE Curtin University
Student Branch

Student Actuarial
Society

Women in Engineering
Curtin Division

Women in Mining
and Resources

Advance Science
Club

Society of Petroleum
Engineers Curtin Student

Chapter

Computer Science
Students Association



Semester 1

Orientation week
Classes start
Last enrolment via eStudent
Census date
Tuition free week
Last withdrawal via eStudent
(with penalty)
Study week
Semester 1 examinations
Semester break
Results released

Semester 2

Orientation week
Classes start
Last enrolment via eStudent
Census date
Tuition free week
Last withdrawal via eStudent
(with penalty)
Study week
Semester 1 examinations
Semester break
Results released

21 – 25 Feb
28 Feb

5 March
25 March

18 – 22 April
6 May

 
30 May – 3 June

6 – 17 June
20 June – 15 July

6 July

18 – 22 July
25 July
30 July
19 Aug

5 – 9 Sept
30 Sept

 
24 – 28 Oct

31 Oct – 11 Nov
14 Nov - 27 Feb 

30 Nov



Student Engagement team for Science and
Engineering

SAEStudEngage@curtin.edu.au

Enrolment Advice and Student Services 

curtinconnect@curtin.edu.au

Cesar Ortega-Sanchez

Academic Lead for Engineering Foundation Year
C.Ortega@exchange.curtin.edu.au

Brenda Rohl

Academic Lead for Science First Year
brenda.rohl@curtin.edu.au


